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To every experience, however spiritual
and transcendent, the sage must say " Keti,
Neti '\ Where his search for Reality will
end he does not know, but as he mounts
from plane to plane, and seems to come
nearer and nearer to the Centre, he must
ever say to each plane "JSTeti, N'eti ". For
so long as there is something external to
observe, what he observes cannot be the
Eeality.

This intransigency of the Hindu sage
is foreign to Western philosophy. The
highest which the West has achieved is
undoubtedly the marvellous conception of
Plato, which he puts into the mouth
of Diotima the seeress who instructs
Socrates concerning the nature of the One.

He, then, who to this end would strive
aright, must begin in youth to seek fair forms,
and should learn first to love one fair form
only, and therein to engender noble thoughts.
And then he will perceive that the beauty of
one fair form is to the beauty of another near
akin ; and that if it be Beauty's self he seeks,
it were madness not to account the beauty of
all forms as one same thing; and considering
this, he will be the lover of all lovely shapes,
and will abate his passion for one shape alone,
despising and deeming it but a little thing-